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Aristotle's Views on Revolution 
 

Aristotle, one of the greatest Greek philosophers, discussed revolution in his 

famous work 'Politics'. He analyzed the causes of political revolutions, the 

conditions under which they occur, and how rulers can prevent them. His ideas 

reflect a practical understanding of human nature and society, and they remain 

influential in political philosophy. 

 

1. Definition of Revolution 
 

Aristotle understood revolution as a fundamental change in the political system of 

a state. It could mean either a complete overthrow of the constitution or a 

change in the ruling group or authority. 

 

2. Causes of Revolution 
 



According to Aristotle, revolutions do not happen without reason. He identified 

several major causes of revolution: 

- Inequality: When wealth, honors, or power are distributed unequally, discontent 

arises. 

- Injustice: When people feel unfairly treated, they seek change. 

- Ambition: Leaders or factions may desire more power and provoke revolution. 

- Fear: When rulers fear losing power, they may act harshly, causing rebellion. 

- Contempt: If rulers are seen as weak or incompetent, people may revolt. 

 

3. Types of Revolution 
 

Aristotle classified revolutions into two main kinds: 

- Complete Revolution: When the entire constitution is changed, leading to a new 

political system. 

- Partial Revolution: When only certain rulers or policies are replaced, but the 

constitution remains the same. 

 

4. Human Nature and Revolution 
 

Aristotle emphasized that human beings naturally desire equality and justice. 

When these are violated, frustration and anger build up, which may eventually 

cause revolution. Thus, revolutions are linked to human psychology as well as 

political structures. 

 

5. The Role of Factions 
 



Factions (political groups) play a crucial role in revolutions. Ambitious individuals 

often lead factions to challenge authority. When factions gain enough support, 

they may overthrow the government or bring major reforms. 

 

6. Prevention of Revolution 
 

Aristotle suggested ways to prevent revolutions: 

- Ensuring justice and fairness in laws and governance. 

- Avoiding extreme inequality of wealth and status. 

- Giving citizens a share in political power. 

- Maintaining balance between rich and poor. 

- Practicing moderation in rule to avoid hatred and contempt. 

 

7. Stability of Constitutions 
 

Aristotle argued that the stability of a political system depends on the ruler’s 

ability to adapt and maintain balance. Constitutions that respect the interests of 

different groups are less likely to face revolutions. 

 

8. The Role of the Middle Class 
 

Aristotle considered the middle class as the most stable part of society. A strong 

middle class prevents conflict between the rich and poor, thereby reducing the 

chances of revolution. 

 

9. Examples from Greek States 
 



Aristotle studied various Greek city-states, such as Athens and Sparta, to show 

how revolutions happened. He noted that revolutions often arose from disputes 

between aristocrats and common people or between oligarchs themselves. 

 

10. Legacy of Aristotle’s Ideas 
 

Aristotle’s analysis of revolution provides one of the earliest systematic studies of 

political change. His ideas influenced later thinkers like Machiavelli and modern 

theories of political stability and revolution. 

 

 

 

Conclusion 
Aristotle’s views on revolution highlight the importance of justice, equality, and 

balance in political systems. He recognized that revolutions are caused by human 

desires and social inequalities, but he also believed that wise governance and 

strong institutions can prevent them. His theories continue to guide discussions 

on political change, stability, and reform. 

 


